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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JUNE CO-SELECTION 


Godden, Rumer Kingfishers Catch Fire 
Viking. May 22, 1953. 282p. $3.50. 


Kingfishers Catch Fire fascinating, baffling and ex- 
tremely irritating, from the quotation which gives the 
book its enigmatic title, the last page, which seem- 
ingly contradicted the opening paragraphs. Not that 
this one the stream-of-consciousness novels, the 
kind novel which you are never sure you are 
reading about the present the past. No, what 
wrong with this book that the main character never 
once acts accordance with the dictates common 
sense; and the more fantastic her behavior becomes the 
more does her creator seem delight her. 


Sophie Ward was left widow the age thirty-five, 
with two small children, Teresa, aged eight, and Moo, 
the baby boy. Denzil, the husband, died India; and 
when Sophie learnt that she had only microscopic 
pension which live and bring the children, 
she decided remain there, the Valley Kashmir, 
and live little the peasants. Could more 
unreal scheme devised woman who had lived 
India and presumably had some knowledge what 
life there meant? She picks the house she has set 
her heart on, for song; but then she has have her 
own water-supply, she has have bathroom, she has 
have dozen things, including knives and forks, that 
cause the village folk regard her being from an- 
other sphere and fair sport for their rapacious in- 
stincts. The village divided between Hindoos and 
Mohammedans, not Christian European within 
miles except distant Mission Centre; and Sophie, 
with very imperfect knowledge the language, has 
live best she may with people. who grow increas- 
ingly hostile her because their complete lack 
comprehension. This way life misery little 
Teresa who longs with all her being for the London 
suburb, Camberly, where her mother once lived and 
which she has faint baby memory. The very word 
“Camberly” spells security for her; but Sophie 
spells Philistia, and she has great contempt for her 
matter-of-fact prosaic little daughter. 


The height Sophie’s folly comes when, order 
eke out her slender resources, she tries her hand 
doctoring the village people with herb concoctions 

own, wholly oblivious the fact that she making 
deadly enemy the local man”; and car- 
tied away her enthusiasm for herbs, she reads some 
from seventeenth century herbal her ignor- 


ant house-boy, Sultan. Sultan, naturally, sees nothing 
strange these horrifying curiosities, and tries one 
Sophie with dire results. These pages are extremely 
suggestive and disagreeable. But even that act im- 
becility nothing the criminal lunacy which made 
Sophie, this moment, urge the timid Teresa out 
“play” with the “herd children,” the untamed village 
boys and girls who already regard her with suspicion 
and dislike. The next day Teresa discovered uncon- 
scious, death’s door. 


Novels are frequently written about incredibly stupid 
people and about people who are selfish to, the core. 
But Rumer Godden throws such veil glamour over 
this novel almost bewitch the reader. her, 
Sophie not stupid woman and bad mother, run- 
ning into debt, spending money rugs and lamps that 
satisfy her aesthetic taste and denying her children what 
they need. her, Sophie flame-like, the Kingfisher 
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the title, being unsullied this mundane world, 
love with beauty and love with love. For though 
she has not got the loving self-sacrifice that would make 
her respond the pleas her relations and her chil- 
dren and take Teresa and Moo back England and 
security, she determined love the villagers and 
one with them, without realizing that she never tries 
love them they are, but must always trying 
change them suit her own mental picture them. 
Rumer Godden loves India, that obvious; but this 
hardly book appreciated the inhabitants the 
country. She too interested the impossible Sophie 
make the others ever come completely alive; probably 
very few English writers could so. And doubt 
religious Hindoos and religious Mohammedans, any 
more than religious Christians, will sympathize with the 
vague mysticism and pantheism her outlook. But 
oh, the writing! The very book the emerald valley 
Kashmir, the blaze color, the scent the blossoms, 
the enchantment mysterious country—all are 
these pages. Rumer Godden not novelist, she 
poet. her feeling for atmosphere and beauty she 
should leave these contrived plots and content 
evoke for our delight the spell fairy land. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 

Purchase, New York 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JUNE 
CO-SELECTION 


Bissell, Richard 
Little, Brown. May 21, 1953. 245p. $3.50. 


his latest novel Mr. Bissell takes the reader into the 
garment industry. Sid Sorokin, his protagonist, super- 
intendent the Sleep Tite pajama factory Junction 
City, Like many wage-earners, Sid avowedly 
hates his job and everything connected with except 
Babe Williams, the shapely machine operator the 
third floor. Babe makes the hick town bearable for 
Sid, worldly sophisticate from Gary, Indiana. What 
with Myron Hasler (the tightest skinflint ever come 
down the pike) charge the plant, handful 
obsolete machines held together with baling wire and 
hope, the troublesome Jake Rubenstein who represents 
the union, and the rich Watson doll from the other side 
town, Sid has his hands full trying get ahead. 
Then top all somes strike. The workers 
want seven-and-a-half cents hour raise. How Sid 
manages keep his sanity and balance all this tur- 
moil Mr. Bissell’s secret. 


With certain flavor earthy humor and gusto the 
author has succeeded filling the book with feeling 
for truth. The evident drabness factory life caught 
oblique and skillful manner. emerges 
background which the reader becomes acutely aware 
though the author seems never obtrusively trying 
for it. The characters, though not achieving the dimen- 
sional reality one might desire, are identifiable types 
amoral personalities. 


That word, amoral, the key the work. his striv- 
ing for raciness the author has sacrificed ignored 
other values human activity which might have given 
the work more qualified success. Bissell seems 


Cents 


Godden Bissell Bonner 


Best 


sage and keen observer human life. One can 
easily see that knows there more life than sex; 
but emphasizing the latter his proportion distorted 
and the final accomplishment marred. 


John Coppinger, 
College Park, Maryland 


Bonner, Paul Hyde Hotel Talleyrand 
Scribner’s. Apr. 13, 1953. 300p. $3.50. 

According Mr. Bonner, this Talleyrand one 
the many buildings Paris which have been taken 
over, under contract naturally, the various head- 
quarter staffs the several missions Europe 
which are centered Paris. This Hétel Talleyrand, 
which course not necessarily hotel for overnight 
guests but may office building national monu- 
ment museum, has been made the staff headquar- 
ters E.C.A. offshoot, the O.R.S., and both are 
somehow another connected the O.E.E.C. and 
lot other agencies succor, supervision and security, 
But that not important this novel. The only thing 
you must remember that Samuel Livingston Locke, 
(known variously “Sam” and senior 
partner New York banking firm and now ambitious 
rising the diplomatic service, indeed maneuvering 
for ambassadorship “one the civilized countries 
Western Europe,” has his office the Hotel Talley- 
rand; and that this office his young assistant, 
Ohio State University graduate, named Walter Haines. 


Now! Sam married Eleanor. who still 
tive and who can speak French sans accent and witty 
and wise after her fashion. Walter single, but there- 
fore vulnerable the plotting agents the subter- 
ranean special group the Parti Communiste who set 
trap for him the person girl named (by the 
Party) Germaine Brisson. Germaine get figures 
and facts about the E.C.A. policies and plans 
guiling the gullible young American. She does. But 
not before she recognized two French men, one 
the Comte Christian St. Avit who, Capitain 
Capet had fought the F.F.I. (réseau Vendée) 
together with the Dominican priest Pére d’Albret; both 
had met this girl one night when she was known 
Solange Ramé, captain the Vendée group the 
F.T.P., communist counterpart the F.F.I. But 
lange was really Ninon Santerre, daughter pro 
fessor English literature. 


Well! You see where that going lead 
and Germaine have fallen love. Now there danger 
that Walter’s career will ruined when the police 
and his own security officers find out that has 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
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The Sojourner 

Kiss Again, Stranger (Ila) 
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Herzog 
Toynbee 
Rogers 
Johnston 
Marshall 


Annapurna 

The World and the West (Ila) 
Angel Unaware 

The Legendary Mizners (Ila) 
The White Rabbit (Ila) 


consorting with and, without realizing it, letting 
some secret documents spy for the Cominform. Also, 
(and this the shocking bad taste the whole affaire, 
not), assistant Livy Locke, Walter’s disgrace 
will reflect his chief’s integrity and there goes Sam’s 
hope for the ambassadorship the Netherlands right 
out the window into the Seine and sea. 


Germaine disappears and found dead, having been 
conked the head and dumped into the convenient 
river. But that does not save Sam’s ambassadorship 
all; because Eleanor, shocked his callous readiness 
the first denounce Walter and so, possibly, save 
his own face, leaves him forever, finally fed with 
his stuffiness and calculated propriety. And that, but 
will finish Sam’s chances for the post The 
ague. 


much for the story, general outline. The detail 
diverse and for the most part quite authentic; also 
lurid sophisticatedly restrained fashion. The atti- 
tude the many persons the cast toward adultery 
and fornication that the new pagan and the old 
libertine. The economic theorizing put into Walter 
Haines’ mouth not witty profound some 
Walter’s patient listeners are pretend. The 
geography Paris painstakingly accurate that 
reminds one time Guide Michelin, copy 
Morel’s Paris, once available any librarie and always 
popular because the many photo-engravings included. 


seems that Mr. Bonner has hit quite suc- 
cessful formula for novel writing, which can draw 
from his considerable travels and sojourns Europe. 
his only other previously published novel, 
was nice trip through Rome, upperclass course, 
spiced with political talk and activity. Talley- 
rand takes you sight-seeing through Paris always luxe, 
(Mr. Bonner does not seem comfortable with Paris 
argot with the worker petit-bourgeois; his people 
are credible only when taken from the so-called “top- 
drawer”); spiced with enough sex satisfy the 
average Rotarian, who has heard that Paris famous 
for that; and there all this about communist plots 
and high-level missions, which very popular this 
time. 

Adults may find the book interesting, light. 
great shakes literature; nor, for that matter, novel 


Hall 


any permanent worth. all ages, 
though warned against it, will probably its most 


avid readers. Tant pis! 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Hall, Oakley Corpus Joe Bailey 
Viking. Apr. 15, 1953. 479p. $4.50. 


unsuspecting and gullible reading public, over- 
whelmed the encomiums lavished upon the author, 
and lured the dust jacket’s coupling his name 
with Dreiser, Wolfe, Farrell, Fielding, and Tolstoi does 
not realize that being asked pay exorbitant 
price for its literary trash these days. Call what you 
will, “naturalistic,” “realistic,” “real under the 
guise documentary generation that likes 
look upon itself lost, Corpus Joe Bailey out- 
right blatant and unabashed glorification every con- 
ceivable sort sordidness, vileness, perversion and de- 
pravity which human life can fall prey. 


Joe Bailey, protagonist our young old-timers, comes 
1928 when about ten years age. His 
father, part-owner moderate-sized construction 
company, has established his family Mission Hills, 
upper middle class residential section San Diego. 
Joe one those uncertain youngsters, obsessed with 
feelings not His chief claim prestige 
among the other boys his girl friend, Connie Robin- 
son, whose family stands little higher the social 
ladder. Even this age, Joe, familiar with the un- 
savory reputation Connie’s older sister, Charlotte 
(subsequently, suicide), shows evidence his pri- 
mary interest Connie. The death his mother 
automobile accident, the failure his father’s busi- 
ness, and the killing his uncle the police 
strike, destroy for him the last vestiges security. 


Since his father can financial help, and foot- 
ball injury high school deprives him potential 
athletic scholarship, Joe goes work for time earn 
his tuition for college education. Later, the Uni- 
versity California becomes involved the social 
snobbishness fraternity life, which joins for 
prestige purposes, quits the football team and walks 
out Connie. After graduation takes job 
aircraft factory, and then joins the Marines with whom 
serves Iwo Jima. Returned civilian life (hav- 
ing married the meantime) takes job with his 
father-in-law, but leaves that and deserts his wife be- 
cause the family. other occasions, physical 
attraction brings him back Connie, whose first hus- 
band was killed while she was vacationing with Joe, 
while her second marriage has followed the divorce 
route. Saved from automobile wreck which 
Connie killed (suicide and attempted murder), 
reconciled with his wife, Polly, and when leave 
him, back where met him, still groping 
desperation for something never knew. 


Beyond this sketchy outline Joe Bailey’s thirty odd 
years, there little for reviewer add without sink- 
ing into the murky depths with the rest Joe’s friends. 
Not content with the aforementioned suicides, at- 
tempted murder, adultery and divorce, the writer seems 
bent displaying his questionable versatility with 


nauseating and monotonous repetition sex every 
guise. amount artistic skill literary crafts- 
manship, which the author probably capable, can 
possibly hide the basic motivation. The society 
which writes may corrupted one. But his por- 
trayal distorted one, and means true one. 
Perhaps, like Joe Bailey, the author need 
little untwisting and unwarping give him the proper 
perspective. Maybe felt that way when, having 
Joe contemplate the stupid folly his sordid weekends 
Marine, writes his own indictment: “it had 
been exciting for while but finally very dull and 
increasingly shameful, like cheap erotic book read 
too many times.” But why read all? Fortunately 
for the reviewer, the weather was pleasant and the air 


was fresh. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Jameson, Storm The Green Man 


Harper. 1952. 762p. $3.95. 

Reading this long novel may demand much patience, 
but the patience, given, will duly rewarded. 
Storm Jameson has come very little short great 
interpretation contemporary England, interpreta- 
tion true Galsworthian manner; she makes the Eng- 
land today intelligible American—and, per- 
haps, Englishman, too—as she shows the growth 
and maturing young man during England’s years 
crisis. 

The novel centers around Andrew Daubney. 
young man Oxford close enough the budding 
intellectuals his time reach profound under- 
standing their tremendous weakness well 
knowledge their marked abilities. Then, con- 
fidential secretary his capitalistic uncle, learns 
what makes the wheels international complication 
turn and sees the business survival, the work 
coming out top, reduced fine and despicable art. 
Wounded the war, returns his ancestral home 
and tries cling the land there senses the 
rightness and value rooted life. His father, bril- 
liant, scholarly, and honest, but tactless and slipshod, 
has brought the property the point where the big 
house must sacrificed; Andrew’s own irregular union 
with girl the neighborhood—an arrangement which 
had its origin the abrupt ending his all-advised 
marriage—drives him away the city for while. 
the end, however, the Daubneys cling the land and 
the values which they know but cannot define. In- 
dependently, father and son, through bitter under- 
standing man, come belief God. 


short summary must necessarily injustice long 
book. This novel crowded with events, even more 
crowded with people, alive, interesting, and widely 
varied. Andrew’s father, Richard, goes through the 
novel like theme—tough and keen, has good 
intellect and tremendous honesty, that penetrates 
his friends’ disguises and tells them what sees under- 
neath. Yet Richard has also imagination and sense 
values, that his sharpness and frankness contrast 
strongly with the brutal candor Acker, spoiled 
young genius, contemporary with Andrew. Andrew’s 


Jameson Noyes 


SELLERs 


uncle, Matthew, the perfect model the clever, un- 
scrupulous, power-seeking capitalist. There also the 
dear lady with money and shrewd dishonesty who loves 
sit the councils the great; there labor 
tician who honest but who also ruthless; there are 
young intellectuals all shades from chameleons 
serenely convinced radicals. Categorizing makes these 
people seem mere types but they are not; they are 
really brought life. 


particular group will accept this book with unquali- 
fied admiration. The admirable skill and remarkable 
perception with which Miss Jameson has dissected the 
intellectuals should enough bring down her 
head some disdainful reviews; the honest acuteness that 
has enabled her pierce the pretensions both ex- 
treme right and extreme left politics will leave her 
bereft admirers among the economic dogmatists, 
Fastidiously correct believers the independence 
the human spirit will outraged the fact that the 
most admirable people the novel are brought 
simple and unquestioning belief God; those who 
have always taken such belief for granted will 
perturbed the fact that Andrew, after being deserted 
his wife, enters first upon liaison and then, having 
been granted divorce, upon necessarily invalid mar- 
riage with thoroughly good and amiable companion 
his youth. 

short, Miss Jameson treads many toes. Besides, 
her work too long. The conversations are often 
philosophical and dull—the bright young people 
Oxford say only the things that bright young people 
always say and the powers-that-be talk impossible 
platitudes. Some this conversation unbelievable, 
but even when believable and lifelike still too long. 
Perhaps length inevitable outgrowth the too 
obvious device including practically every type 
Englishman. make all these people clear the 
reader, Miss Jameson keeps them talking and thinking 
well 

With its defects too much length and occasional 
dullness, The Green Man still powerful novel. 
epic type, because the whole history England 
from 1930 1947 echo what takes place within 
the compass this one circle. Obviously Catholics 
will dislike the solution given for Andrew’s marital dif- 
ficulties, especially since much sympathy directed 
toward his divorce and remarriage; but the sincerity 
the reporting, thowing one back Galsworthy his 
best, indicates that there propaganda here, but 
only presentation. Still, word caution—that sym- 
pathy should tempered reason, and that An- 
drew’s impetuous entry unsuitable marriage 
the root his difficulty—should uttered. few 
incidents the various romances and affairs the 
heart are reported with too much detail for the im- 


mature. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
Noyes, Alfred Two Worlds for Memory 
Lippincott. May 17, 1953. 348p. $5.00. 


Alfred Noyes wrote “The about two 
days after blustery evening’s walk Bagshot Heath 
gave him the first line: “The wind was torrent 
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darkness among the gusty was then young 
man twenty-four, and had recently been gradu- 
ated from Oxford. The unpredictable success that 
single poem seems have made certain the career 
authorship which the young man was launched upon, 
and seems also have made possible such rumi- 
native work Two Worlds for Memory, his latest 
effort. For Drake followed “The Highwayman,” and 
Tales the Mermaid Tavern followed Drake. With 
the Tales came real recognition and the acquaintance 
poets and critics rank. How one lives and works 
such company the material this present book, 
looking-backward over busy and varied literary life 
from the vantage point more than seventy years. 


recount the history with which this book deals 
would re-tell the story Alfred Noyes. Some 
appreciation the volume may gained from noting 
the names which glisten its pages: Swinburne, Ches- 
terton, Belloc, Mussolini, Edith Sitwell, Hugh Walpole, 
Admiral Jellicoe, Leonard Bacon, Frank Capra, 
Wells, and their peers and companions worlds liter- 
ary, diplomatic, and academic. The two worlds which 
Noyes recalls—and remembers now more vividly, per- 
haps, because his sight has England and 
America. Married American girl, Garnett 
Daniels, the young poet found himself much honored 
the United States his native country, and 
soon learned that poets can become prose writers, and 
that writers prose can learn speak from public 
platforms. Because Alfred Noyes was busy man, this 
book contains variety experiences. debated 
with Edith Sitwell, and embroiled himself the 
Roger Casement tragedy glancing reference 
diary allegedly found among Casement’s papers. 
recounts the preening Mussolini during interview 
the dictator’s vast office, and the ridiculous note 
which the interview closed when Mussolini mistook 
reference Keats’ line: “Beauty Truth, Truth 
Beauty,” compliment himself. The chapter en- 
titled “Barry Pain Puts His Pince-Nez” excel- 
lent example the humor and the pathos which 
abound the work. More formidable the material 
the author’s reception into the Catholic Church, 
with recital the strong Protesant environment 
which grew up, background which the story 
John Noyes, burned the stake the reign Mary 
Tudor, was always prominent. The decency and wis- 
dom and common sense man who refers himself 
poet stand out this volume. 

Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 

Head, Department English, 

Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Richter, Conrad The Light the Forest 
Knopf. May 15, 1953. 179p. $2.50. 

The story Johnny Butler who was kidnapped 
Tuscarora Indians, adopted them and raised the 
son, True Son his Indian name, the brave Cuyloga; 
how was returned his parents Paxton Town- 
ship, east the Susquehanna, against his will and in- 
clination; how failed fit himself into the life 
his natural heritage and made his escape into the forest 
and back among his Indian foster parents; and his 


Richter Ebon 


masterpiece sympathetic and remarkably re-creative 
writing. 

Mr. Richter, whose admirable trilogy that traced the 
beginnings and growth pioneer settlement Ohio, 
work deservedly crowned with the Pulitzer Prize 
awarded 1950 the final volume the three, The 
Trees, The Fields, The Town, has, this reviewer’s 
esteem, established himself one the foremost 
American writers. This brief but rich novel twelve 
year old boy’s yearning for freedom and liberty the 
outdoor life forest, field and stream, will add his 
reputation well the literature frontier life 
the United States. 

The Light the Forest is, furthermore, book that 
will appeal young readers much, perhaps more 
than adult readers. has such quality authen- 
ticity that one almost believes Mr. Richter had himself 
lived the virgin forest Pennsylvania and Ohio 
when the Tuscaroras and the other Delaware tribes 
hunted and fished the lovely valleys and rounded 
mountains, the clear cold streams and broad rivers 
when the white men were still intruders. And that 
regrets the passing the days old, the coming 
industrial age that has denuded the mountains 
timber, polluted the streams with factory refuse, and 
imprisoned the new Americans houses stone and 
clothing wool and cotton and synthetic textiles. 


Although its interest will kindle the imaginations all 
readers, should think that Pennsylvanians will cherish 
The Light the Forest more, because its scene laid 
for the most part the area between the Susquehanna 
and the Alleghany; and because will remind them 
the Tuscarora Mountains and Tuscarora Creek which 
are still beautiful and bear the ancient name. But this 
story Johnny Butler, who preferred called True 
Son and thought himself Indian until the day 
failed and was banished back the white man’s lands 
and white man’s life, can recommended all 
readers, without fear disappointing any. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Ebon, Martin Stalin’s Successor 
McGraw-Hill. May 18, 1953. 284p. $3.75. 

sizeable biography Malenkov within two months 
his accession power. Actually only 154 the 284 
pages the present work represent original composi- 
tion. The remainder consists Malenkov’s report 
the 1952 Congress the Communist Party, and other 
speeches and like pertinent material. 

spite the obvious haste publication, there are 
signs thoughtful composition the present work. 
The author had collected his material preparation 
for event which seemed definitely foreshadowed 
October, 1952. seems have achieved insight into 
both Malenkov’s character and his relationship with 
the principal leaders with whom shares power. 
Ebon’s prediction for era comparative peace, 
while the Soviet Union and its satellites build power. 
even suggests the possibility Malenkov-Tito 
deal, although does not consider likely. 


There one basic assumption the present work, 
which may not square with reality once the facts are 
known. The author proceeded the theory that 
Malenkov would inherit Stalin’s power unchanged. 
does not easily reconcile this approach with the obvious 
power shown Beria the incident the doctors 
and the replacement Ignatiev. Nor does the author 
explain why Malenkov left the Party Secretariat, 
important source his former influence and power. 


These imperfections and loose ends are inevitable 
such hasty job. indeed amazing that there are 
few, considering the speed the assignment. Natu- 
rally this not polished complete biography 
Malenkov. But quick effort meet the world’s 
thirst for information, this definitely superior work. 
such recommended for general reading. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Jennings, John Rogue’s Yarn 
Little, Brown. May 20, 1953. 311p. $3.50. 

John Jennings has returned the immediately post- 
Revolutionary United States Navy for his latest tale 
romance and adventure. His hero, Christopher (Kit) 
Carey, was destined gentleman farmer Mary- 
land but temperamentally unsuited Kit would have 
none it. Kicking against the prod one day, almost 
killed his farming mentor and had leave town 
rush. His father gave him letters cousin, David 
Moore, Philadelphia merchant, whose establish- 
ment Kit was apprenticed. But route Kit fell 
with French adventuress, Sabra Saint Sevier, 
who lost time hooking the impressionable and, 
she thought, wealthy young Marylander. Arrived 
Philadelphia, Kit entered easily into the Moore family 
circle, with Sabra first domiciled nearby hostelry 
and later guest the family. There Kit met his 
cousin Angie, her friend Debra Norwick and his cousin 
Roderick Moore. Again Kit lost his temper, this time 
over the anti-French feeling the days and had 
escape sea one the Moore vessels. After tiff 
with her Captain was set ashore Norfolk where, 
for lack any other course follow, joined the in- 
fant Marine Corps, being assigned the Constellation 
under the famous Truxton. There finally achieved 
success cruises against the French privateers. 
lost the designing Sabra Roderick only discover 
her faithlessness from her former husband and won in- 
stead his cousin Angie and lieutenancy the marines 


the story ends. 


Somewhat shorter, less adventurous and less craftsman- 
like than earlier Jennings books Rogue’s Yarn barely 
readable tale suitable for adult consumption but worth 
great recommendation. 


Lanham, Peter, and Mopeli-Paulus, 
Blanket Boy 
Crowell. Mar. 30, 1953. 309p. $3.50. 


Recent newspaper accounts concerning conditions 
South Africa under the Malan government makes this 
novel source timely interest. Produced the col- 
laborative pens English writer and authentic 


Jennings Lanham Ronald 


South African chieftain, Blanket Boy offers wealth 
factual material its background whereby readers 
might interpret the inter-racial troubles the “Boer 
country.” 


When native from primitive outpost ventures for 
the first time into the heart the white man’s civiliza- 
tion usually clad the tribal blanket instead 
conventional western clothes. Hence the source this 
novel’s title. The native boy this story Monare 
from Basutoland. was plunged into the disturbing 
outerworld, typified Johannesburg, before his 
marriage, and his naivete caused only trouble for his 
simple soul. Glad rid the civilizing influences 
western manners, Monare returns his tribe, mar- 
ries, and sires son. When the adoles- 
cence, crisis arises the village and the brunt guilt 
borne Monare who seeks flee from its conse- 
quences reentering Johannesburg and the shelter 
which its sprawling size can afford. 


Trouble again dogs Monare’s path, only, this time, 
more serious type disturbance which penetrates his 
very marrow. longer Monare’s problem the task 
keeping out the clutches the white man’s law. 
There the deeper conflict within his soul seeks 
reconcile his tribal upbringing with the customs 
these strangers and attempts integrate his 
natively inherited superstitions with the precepts 
Christianity—a faith nominally professes. 


The solution not easy for Monare inasmuch there 
also strong Moslem influence brought bear upon 
him, almost coincidence. the background 
these spiritual combats the picture modern South 
Africa wherein the deed often differs from the creed 
and Christianity comes off second best brutal 
torial police-state methods. The final resolution the 
Blanket Boy’s doubts the climax this tale. 


The novel valuable social sourcebook, although 
its appeal story may hampered the startling 
fact that American readers know little about the 
peoples and places that other continent. There 
little the eighteenth century’s literary technique 
presenting the world seen for the first time 
through native, unspoiled eyes. 


This work unusual treat for the average reader 
fictional literature. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Ronald, James The Sparks Fly Upward 
Messner. May 1953. 346p. $3.75. 

The story Quentin Gourlay, which was begun 
Mr. Ronald’s previous novel, Man Born Woman, 
here picked his twelfth year age, while 
under the protective tutelage his Uncle Hugh and 
carried through about all the complications novelist 
can cram into 346 pages, leaving “our hero” still with 
enough life him supply the warp for another 
weave. 

This reviewer has been the business reading novels 
long enough and, might add with necessary reserva- 
tions, indiscriminately enough, not impressed 
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the brags the blurbs; and, this instance, begs 
disagree with the enthusiastic appraiser who likens this 
“son artist young man” Hardy, Dickens, 
Somerset Maugham, aliis. For one thing, Mr. Ronald 
has played the peanut galleries interweaving, 
interlarding rather, kind brief synopsis any 
(pardon the expression) standard summary sex- 
deviations and sex manifestations. heavy dose 
tabasco does not make novel palatable all tastes. 
And this somewhat too hot with distillation 
alien corn. What mars the book exactly the awk- 
wardness and lack necessity for all this care ex- 
pose young man the temptations, varied and di- 
verse, may encounter, but seldom does all such 
neat and almost alphabetical order. 


The style the story telling too leaves much 
desired. patchy and nervous, without being ner- 
vose. And that pity because Mr. Ronald manifests 
for telling story would forget that some 
(if not most) publishers nowadays are suckers for sexy 
scripts. The indulgent may inclined pardon the 
author for the unrelieved paganism the world 
sees about him and remind that Quentin Gourlay, 
after all, had such unusually pagan background that 
would likely gravitate the paganic. But find 
this paganism self-conscious and prissy; and becomes 
nauseating when not merely silly. 

The complications are many and varied; but view 
what have said general about the book, the retail- 
ing the complications would appear needless 
waste time and the reader’s time. could not 
recommend this novel any reader; and, the same 
time, those forewarned need not feel that they are, 
possibly, missing something that may for one another 
reason worth attention. There is, after all, little 
else second rate second-rate novel; and that 
what The Sparks Fly Upward is, estimate, take 
for what worth. 

Richard Conlin, 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Doherty, Eddie Lambs Wolfskins 
May 18, 1953. 228p. $3.25. 


Though established less than century ago, the Salesians 
already number more than 15,000 members and are 
found every part the globe. Not since the 
Franciscans the thirteenth century has religious 
order congregation expanded rapidly. After the 
grace God the reasons for this phenomenal success 
are the personality St. John Bosco and his awareness 
and solution for facing the Catholic 
Church the nineteenth century. wonder 
that this saintly founder has attracted many biographers 
since his death 1888. The latest these Eddie 
Doherty, the noted newspaper reporter, who laboring 
present for social and interracial justice. 


St. John Bosco was born poor parents 1815, the 
year Napoleon’s final defeat and exile, and endured 
incredible hardships before reaching the goal his 
ambitions, the priesthood. This fact made him deeply 
sympathetic the members society. 
him also “the boy was father the man.” From his 
earliest years was the leader among his fellow-com- 
panions, and this ascendancy was partly due his 


Doherty Moravia 


physical strength and his skill acrobat and jug- 

gler. these natural gifts there was added the grace 

God that enabled him control his fiery temper and 

mild his favorite saint, St. Francis 
ales. 


After his ordination Turin 1841 once be- 
came interested the spiritual welfare the young 
men the city. Many them were woefully ignorant 
even the rudimentary teachings the Catholic faith, 
some were orphans, others were embittered long 
hours toil for small pay, and all were ready for life 
crime. began gathering these young men once 
week place which called the “Festive Ora- 
tory.” These meetings were devoted lessons the 
Catechism, prayer, well outdoor games and 
exercise. Gradually under the saint’s gentle influence 
these “wolves” were changed into “lambs.” few 
years later fell seriously ill and during this time 
realized this his work would probably end his death 
unless succeeded training others his ideals and 
his methods. And therefore 1858 secured the 
necessary approbation from the civil and ecclesiastical 
authorities start the Salesian Society. Here the book 
ends. But the author promises that the subsequent 
events the career St. John Bosco, who was live 
thirty years longer, will treated two other volumes. 


Mr. Doherty has not discovered any new material and 
leans heavily the earlier biographers St. John 
Bosco. has taken the liberty inventing his own 
dialogues throughout the book order provide 
proper setting for the known facts the saint’s life and 
heighten their dramatic effect. Thus his work 
very readable and will undoubtedly attract those 
readers who are deterred from scientific biography 
with its many foctnotes and critical evaluations the 
primary and secondary sources. recommend this 
book particularly those high school and college. 
For St. John Bosco had excellent grasp the prob- 
lems that are peculiar young people and had ac- 
quired this knowledge not from text-books but from 
his own personal experiences. His advice them, 
therefore, just applicable today was those 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Moravia, Alberto The Time Indifference 
(Translated Angus Davidson.) Farrar, Straus Young. 
May 19, 1953. 303p. $3.50. 

This happens re-translation, with some shifting 
the sequence chapters and resulting shift 
emphasis characters (if one can use that much- 
abused word for the spineless and befuddled people 
this novel), Signor Moravia’s first published novel. 
far can see, the refurbishing has done nothing 
set indifferent people the fringes Roman society 
during the Fascist regime. The Time Indifference 
will, seems me, leave readers com- 
pletely bored. Anyone wishing know why Sr. Mora- 
via’s novels have been. the Index Librorum 
Prohibitorum will uncerstand: that the ‘ade- 


quately enough exemplified here: has stupefying 
obsession with sexual divagations and little else offer. 


The unsavory problem proposed this novel what 
will happen widowed mother, her twenty-four- 
year-old daughter and younger son when illicit 
lover some fifteen years standing contrives seduce 
the daughter and tries foist earlier inamorata 
onto the fledgling son, the while tries make 
good profit foreclosing mortgage holds the 
widow’s valuable villa and its grounds. this 
study decadence among the idle once-rich, still 
fails interest because one the persons the 
footless drama clearly enough projected arouse any 
interest. Clara, the daughter, sounds something 
megalocephalic monstrosity; Michele, the son, identi- 
fied only lot repetitious mooning and muddling; 
Mariagrazia, the widow, appears hardly more than 
amorphous figure wobbling and waddling and out 
rooms her down-at-heels house; Leo Merumeci, 
the libertine and opportunist, never realized any- 
thing more than stock-in-trade menace. Lisa, the fat 
friend Mariagrazia who had been Leo’s choice before 
took with the widow, had little more shape 
personality than lump floured dough. 


The acclaim which greeted Mr. Moravia’s later exotic 
novels may have been the basis for the publisher’s 
gamble re-issuing this early novel; but was bad 
risk from the beginning. Re-translated, reshuffled, re- 
printed, still is, may appropriate the appropriate 
title, time indifference. Sheer waste. 


Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Twersky, Jacob The Face the Deep 
World Publishing Co. May 25, 1953. 333p. $3.50. 


recent years there has been growing awareness 
the social need recognize the rights and understand 
the problems minority groups the United States. 
Unfortunately, most this thinking tends restrict 
such consideration persons certain racial reli- 
gious designations, thereby ignoring the so-called “non- 
ethnic” minorities this context. portrayal 
the lives several members the “minority the 
blind” and the crucial adjustments they were obliged 
make world dominated the “sighted” ma- 
jority, this book deserves careful attention and much 
respect. The reader cannot escape the conclusion that 
far too little has been done society meet the chal- 
lenge, and much what has been done has missed the 
point completely. 


unfortunate, however, that the author chose the 
medium the novel state his case. Spokesmen for 
other minority groups have been outstanding com- 
parable efforts but where Ellison Wright suc- 
ceeded the effort use the tool powerful fiction 
sear message into the deepest consciousness the 
Twersky has His characters never quite 
come life. ia-those passages which are obvi- 
ously most directly autobiographical, the effect achieved 
little better that animated case histories. This 
not say that there nothing merit the writing. 
are times in-which, statement description 
purely terms extremely effective: the 


Twersky Attwater 


Best SELLERs 


sadistic horror the methodical pursuit and killing 
trapped cat touch and sound alone; the tenseness 
the first attempt unassisted crossing busy 
street with the terrifying sounds traffic the only 
guide; the poignant recollection institutionalized 
six-year-old bed “so big you could roll over many 
times before coming the edge.” These are moments 
real success for the author. Unfortunately they 
not balance the stilted prose and the frequently clumsy 
attempt narrative-by-introspection. Nor they 
occur regularly enough give emotional validity the 
total work. 

However, the shortcomings form presentation are 
definitely outweighed the intrinsic importance the 
content. Twersky has most important message 
deliver, and hoped that will continue his 
efforts become effective spokesman for the minor- 
ity which talented member. But this re- 
viewer would also remind him that 
between majority and minority not one-way 
affair. The “sighted,” too, face real human problems 
their dealings with the blind. There are many over- 
tones bitterness this novel, all which may not 
lie solely the emotional make-up its fictional char- 
acters. One recurring theme, for instance, the in- 
tense resentment the part the blind over evi- 
dences “pity” read into such things the offer 
unsolicited and unnecessary assistance seemingly ex- 
cessive praise given for what they regard ordinary 
mediocre accomplishments. Such resentment 
justified the extent that the “pity” the kind that 
leaves room for honest respect. not justified, 
however, the extent that reflects pride-motivated 
rejection any attempt the part sincerely sym- 
pathetic people contribute some small effort com- 
pensate for condition they regard supremely tragic 
disability. The author would well have his char- 
acters give more weight the intention behind offer 
assistance, embarrassing otherwise obnoxious 
though may be. our predominantly self-centered 
world, there little enough this spirit concern 
for the apparent needs others; would shame 
eliminate even small act love the friendly, 
though totally superfluous, offer guiding arm. 


Gordon Zahn, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 


* 


Attwater, Donald Saints Westward 
Kenedy. Apr. 30, 1953. 130p. $2.50. 

Mr. Attwater has made hemispheric leap writing 
this book. The author expert the Oriental 
rites, uniate and dissident, and the features ritual 
which puzzle Latin Catholics are very familiar him. 
Mr. Attwater now forsakes the Middle East and con- 
centrates upon the holy careers men and women 
the western world whose signs sanctity have gaine 
the official recognition Mother Church either through 
formal steps canonization acceptance their 
causes for scrutiny. 

Saints Westward does not profess*to learned 
exhaustive volume. The fact that sixteen biographies 
are comprehended within the span 125 pages indi- 
cates this. The Preface explains that all the pieces ap- 
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peared earlier St. Joseph’s Magazine, published 
Oregon the Benedictine Congregation. The author 
content outline the major biographical features for 
audience which does not generally peruse hagio- 
graphical volumes. reader will not discover anything 
new concerning the saintly figures already familiar 
him. will, however, learn the existence other 
holy persons whom probably never heard. The 
average American knows about St. Rose Lima, St. 
Peter Claver, Kateri Tekakwitha and Mother Seton. 
But what about St. Toribio who confirmed St. Rose 
And Gregory Lopez, American hermit now 
declared 


The brief narratives are delicately fashioned and pleas- 
ant read. Their effect should significant because 
they will bring the reality sainthood within the more 
familiar confines our own western hemisphere. 
selection which can prove this point the story 
Father Juniper Serra California, whose cause has 
been recommended Rome within the past decade. 


Saints Westward concise introduction fascinat- 
ing theme and should not missed. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Rowans, Virginia 
Oh, What Wonderful Wedding 
Crowell. Apr. 15, 1953. 242p. $3.00. 


community whose residents term themselves splen- 
did class people” important event taking place. 
Chester confronting Mr. Murray Boyd the privacy 
his den and asking for the hand his daughter 
Mildred. After halting interview, with the suitor and 
the father both extremely ill-at-ease, the engagement 
receives the parental sanction. “Meet the new son-in- 
law” says Mr. Boyd Mrs. Boyd and with those words 
period stress and storm for the bride and bride- 
groom-to-be initiated. 

The tribulations engagement fashionable society 
begin almost once. First, there the cocktail and 
dinner party which the engagement announced. 
Since Chester’s parents are flying from Los Angeles, 
the affair becomes quite lavish, for Mildred’s parents 
are determined show the sort family their daugh- 
ter comes from and the Fields are equally determined 
prove that people from Los Angeles are not exactly 
savage. 


The newspaper announcement the betrothal brings 
avalanche circulars from caterers, jewelers, 
teal estate agents, travel agencies, resort hotel owners 
and host others. 


time all, although both Chester and Mildred 
express desire for quiet wedding, Mrs. Boyd begins 
make plans. wedding remembered what 
she wants for her only daughter and weeks ordeal 
follow for Mildred. There are orgies shopping for 
which harassed father foots the bills; fittings in- 
finitum, lists made and discarded and made again, 
bridesmaids and flower girls selected. These are 
only few the obstacles the path true love and 


Rowans Attwater 


taut are Mildred’s nerves that slight lover’s quarrel 
results the breaking off the engagement. However, 
their differences are patched and the betrothal 
again. 

The wedding day approaches. The invitations out 
and the Boyd house takes the aspect warehouse. 
The family inundated wedding gifts—many 
them horrendous. All them have noted and 
dutifully acknowledged. the final week comes 
the staggering round parties. Mildred grows pale 
and haggard and desires nothing more than have 
long rest. But there still the wedding day lived 
through. And when that day over Mildred and 
Chester feel they can “face anything.” 


that note the book ends—and the reader can safely 
assume that once engaged couple has lived through 
six-month engagement and large society wedding 
any trick played fate the future will regarded 
child’s play. 
The author has treated every conceivable aspect 
fashionable engagement and wedding unhurried 
and humorous manner. There grain truth 
her observations. Too often the trappings surrounding 
wedding are made seem much more important 
than the ceremony itself. Should this book become 
best seller one may predict unprecedented wave 
elopements. 

Rose Belvedere, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Weisberger, Bernard Reporters for the Union 
Little, Brown. May 1953. 306p. $4.50. 

the pleasant eminence South Mountain Mary- 
land there strange memorial. Although battle- 
field, the monument not warriors but war corre- 
spondents. tablet the shrine lists the names 
one hundred and six writers and sixteen artists who 
followed the Union armies and nine writers and 
twenty artists who were with the southern troops. 


This book, though dealing only with the northern news- 
men, similar memorial. nation which had 
newsreels, radio television, the newspaper was the 
sole source on-the-spot news coverage. moulder 
public opinion, the reporter the nineteenth cen- 
tury had power beyond all belief. 


modern standards these correspondents were strange 
beings. Their ideas journalism were derived from 
the political rallies the day, whether abolitionist 
states’ rights. Their concepts objectivity were born 
the bloody Kansas border-wars. not all 


Strange that their news reports were slanted. 


The Greeley-men the New York Tribune had their 
axe grind and Mr. Bennett’s New York Herald 
seemed frequently reporting altogether dif- 
erent war from its rival. 

These were the days the grand gesture, the full- 
blown rhetorical fulmination. Men entering battle in- 
evitably shouted “Huzzah!” the receipt bad 
news, the troops “muttered darkly” and “uttered muf- 
fled curses.” The whole war, according the press, 
was fought this comic-opera style. The pro-McClel- 
lan press claimed that each time “Little Mac” rode 


Carroll Athanas Duncan Yerby 


regiment the cheers the men were rousing. There 
was tear pride every eye and there arose many 
cries “God bless you, sir.” 


the side reality, there were three main tasks for 
the war reporter: get the news his paper, act 
press-agent for the general under whom served, 
and act dispatch-bearer. 

There were perennial battles with censorship, favori- 
tism, red-tape and politics. Plus these there were the 
risks from the enemy the front and from the guerillas 
the rear areas. Frequently there were long rides 
the nearest telegraph station, and more often than not, 
the newspaper account battle was the first news 
the government received engagement. 


Owners and editors papers hired reporters who saw 
eye-to-eye with the front office. correspondent had 
always ready for some such message this from 
the owner the Philadelphia Press: “Don’t treat 
Fredericksburg disaster.” 

However, the newspapers seemed furnish what the 
people wanted. New York, the Herald’s circulation 
leaped from 60,000 1860 135,000 1863. 


Reporters for the Union, though necessarily too-brief 
account the personalities the correspondents 
the Civil War, readable and provocative. tells the 
long-neglected story the transition the American 
reporter from political hack polished, objective 


professional newsman. 
Stephen Laut, 


University Scranton 


Carroll, Malachy Gerard 
The Swallows the Garret 


Mercier Press Limited. 135p. 

the jacket this book, the Mercier Press states its 
reason for its “concern” with books this nature: 
“Books that deal with the things the spirit transcend 
far those that glorify material philosophy. the 
darkness the present age they help turn men’s 
wandering eyes toward first causes and their hearts 
toward supreme ends.” 


writing The Swallows the Garret, Malachy 
Carroll tells poignant story the spirit. the 
story Father Etienne Pernet, Mother Marie Jesus, 
and the Little Sisters the Assumptions. But also 
storehouse spiritual wisdom quoted from variety 
sources which only spiritually gifted writer could 
know. 
This book may never become best-seller—it too 
deep for that—but moving tribute those first 
Little Sisters, whose sacrifices could have been pro- 
pelled only spiritual motives, and their founders, 
who sought God all men and found Him their 
own hearts. Theirs were lives “God-like simplicity”; 
their example can only lead shower spiritual 
bouquets upon those who carry the work today, the 
modern Swallows the Garret. 

Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Best SELLERs 


Athanas, Verne Rogue Valley 
Simon Schuster. Mar. 13, 1953. 215p. $2.50. 


Anyone looking for two hours escape fiction will find 
this novel his dish. has strong men who are laconic 
with their talk: their guns and fists for them. The 
women stay the background, loving 
waiting for the moment belated recognition their 
existence. The villains are unscrupulous, suave, and 
mysterious. But, the end, all comes out well for the 
hero and his gal. tried-and-true formula, this plot 
has served for hundreds Hollywood movies; predict 
this version will find itself celluloid one day. And 
may highly acclaimed High Noon. 


this newest treatment the old plot, the scene 
the Oregon territory post-Civil War days. Jed and 
Toby Teppard are trying renew their old life, having 
fought with the Confederacy. They encounter all 
kinds opposition. Camp Crawford, acting marshall, 
hates all Johnny Rebs, particularly Jed, whose intended, 
Evelyn Mayfield, the bride-to-be the law man. Jed, 
Camp, evil and evil must destroyed. Toby 
resents Jed’s pacific reaction the violence extended 
them and seeks revenge outside the law. When Toby 
brutally murdered, Jed strikes back, and doing 
finds himself and his new love, Bonnie Claire. 


This competently written story. has plenty 


action and fine suspense. Athanas has good ear for 
dialogue which has bite and flavor. making 
any pretentious claims has succeeded creating 
entertaining piece fiction. 


John Coppinger, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 


REPRINTS 


Duncan; Thomas Gus the Great 
Dell, 1953. (An author’s abridgement.) 
(Original Lippincott edition, 1947, reviewed vol. no. 
12, Sept. 15, 1947, 97-98.) 

size and scope, Gus the Great epic adventure 
and circus life; however, the episodic treatment Gus’ 
violent life shuttles back and forth between the present 
and reminiscence the past. The lack melodrama 
reveals times intense writing worthy this kind 
fiction, but the color all the characters not 
equally well drawn. Tastefully written. 


Yerby, Frank Floodtide 
Pocket Books, 1953. 358p. $0.25. (Original Dial Press 
1950, reviewed vol. 10, no. 11, Sept. 1950, 
86. 


The rise Ross Pary from his birth Natchez-under- 
the-hill position importance planter and 
equal the Southern aristocrats Natchez-on-the-hill. 
His chief problem fighting off the attention his 
best friend’s wife, while attempting marry lovely, 
blonde Cuban rebel. only partially conceived story, 
Floodtide mostly drivel about sex, food, clothing, 
manners and more sex. purely naturalistic, wholly 
objectionable and without entertainment value. 
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